
Apply
All of our courses have different applying processes, which 
can be found on the LCCA website at: www.lcca.org.uk/
courses
Pay us a visit and meet a programme advisor or member of 
the academic team:
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London College of Contemporary Arts
9 Holborn
London EC1N 2LL
United Kingdom

Contact us:
+44 (0)20 3435 4642
info@lcca.org.uk
LCCA.org.uk



Along with portfolio preparation, we will also give you 
an insight to the interview process, as well as cover 
the most common questions applicants have about 
preparing a portfolio. Overall, we will be looking for three 
main things while reviewing your portfolio:

1. Your contextual knowledge and influences;
2. The development of ideas and creativity;
3. Ability to show a breadth of skills and display of  your    
 talents.

This handout is 
a how to guide 
to develop your 
portfolio to the 
highest possible 
standard.

What is a portfolio?
 
A portfolio is a compilation of your best work. It is a means 
of demonstrating your ideas, concepts and creativity, and 
it can be displayed in the form of a folder, photography 
box or digital folder. You should present a wide body 
of work, but it must be relevant to the courses you are 
applying for. 

Why is a portfolio 
important?
 
It is our first step to understanding you as a candidate 
and a great way to peer into your thought process and 
personality. There are no right or wrong answers and don’t 
be afraid to show something unfinished, but what’s most 
important is that you showcase the development of ideas 
and your ability to bring them to fruition.  

What should be in a 
portfolio?
Your portfolio should demonstrate how you can push 
your boundaries and develop creatively. It can also be 
a useful tool to develop future projects and a means of 
reflecting back on past ideas. Show pieces that you feel 
confident talking about and that have pushed you out 
of your comfort zone. Works can includes pieces you 
have created in school, external classes, exhibitions, life 
drawings – anything that will allow the interviewer to peer 
into your thought process as an artist.
Along with artistic and creative pieces, we will also require 
evidence of written work in order to assess you critical 
analysis and originality of thought. 

Preparing a portfolio
A portfolio is your opportunity to show us your potential! 

• Select your strongest pieces. Your portfolio should 
start strong and end strong.

• Present your work in a way that makes sense to you and 
the interviewer.

• Allow ample time to prepare and give it careful thought 
– it is your work, we want to see the best of it!  

• Speak to your tutors and get opinions from those in 
your network.

• Have fun with it and demonstrate a uniqueness that 
reflects you, your culture and why you stand out.

• Be original – research influences and challenge the way 
you work.  

• Make sure your work is clearly presented and that it 
includes consistent dates, headings and title headings.

Portfolio checklist
• Digital work
• Development work
• Drawing with different styles and media 
• Experimental work
• Finished pieces
• Photographs
• Sketchbook 
• Written work

On the day
• Plan your route to LCCA and arrive early. 
• Makes sure you shake hands, make eye contact and 

smile! Treat it as any other job interview.
• Don’t be shy and remember to relax. Remember 

that it’s a two-way process, so don’t be afraid to ask 
questions.

Display methods
A portfolio can be displayed in the form of a folder, 
photography box or digital folder.

Folders
• Folders are usually either a size A1-A4 and kept in 

plastic wallets. It can protect and transport work that 
has been mounted on paper or board.

Sketchbooks
• They should showcase a broad range of skills, 

showing observation, curiosity, experimentation, 
note-taking, ideas generation and conceptual 
thinking.

Photo boxes
• Can be used to display small work that is textured and 

needs to be protected. 

Blog or website
• Make sure your website is professional and 

displayed in a way that is easy to navigate. There are 
a number of online web builders out there, so get 
started!

The Interview
The interview is a two-way process – it is a way to 
further assess you as a candidate and your way to find 
out more about LCCA.  Treat your interview like any 
other job interview and prepare accordingly. 
Your work should be displayed so that the interviewer 
can clearly understand your work flow. However, you 
must be prepared to confidently talk about how you 
came to develop your ideas. What inspired you? Does 
your work relate to any current events? 
It is your chance to show more about your enthusiasm 
and knowledge and ask questions. So remember to 
smile and enjoy yourself.

Q&A – Questions  
to expect

• Why have you chosen LCCA?
• What do you know about the course?
• Is there anything in particular that interests you?
• What motivates or inspires your creativity?
• How does research inform your work?
• What are your strengths/weakness?
• Are there any projects that interest you?
• What are plans for after LCCA?


